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With many of us staying at home, social media has become a major way for folks to 
connect and share information. Unfortunately, not all of that information is always 
correct. 

 
There has been a lot of misinformation surrounding our primary election and the 

Ohio Democratic Party's decision to go to court to ensure those who have yet to 
cast their ballot are able to do so -- and do so safely. 
 

As we stated on Monday, we supported Dr. Amy Acton and Gov. Mike DeWine in 
their decision to close polling places this week -- we had heard from across Ohio 

that polling locations were simply not ready to operate a safe and clean election for 
poll workers or voters. However, we also strongly believe that all Ohioans should 
still have a right to vote in the primary, and went to court Tuesday to ensure that 

the state has firm legal ground to extend the primary for all those who intended to 
vote Tuesday (something only a court or the legislature can do). 

 
In addition, whether through the court or the legislature, we are proposing that 

Ohio not take the risk of scheduling another in-person primary for early June (which 
Secretary Frank LaRose is touting) -- which defies all that we are hearing about 
when this crisis will end. Instead, we are advocating a broad mail-in election, giving 

voters the opportunity to request and vote via absentee ballot, either by mail with 
prepaid postage, or at a secured curbside drop off location. We also would require 

accommodations for those who cannot vote a paper ballot without assistance. The 
end of this expanded vote-by-mail election would be well earlier than June 2, which 
is helpful in many ways. There are simply too many uncertainties with attempting 

to conduct a statewide "Election Day" with in-person voting to put all our eggs in 
that basket. We are working across party lines to get this done. 

 
So despite what you hear -- at this time, there is no resolution about how our 
primary election will be concluded, on what day and in what form. Our Ohio House 

and Senate Democrats will be addressing this issue and other major pieces of 
legislation to deal with the coronavirus outbreak. They have been talking with their 

colleagues across the aisle, and we have been in conversation with the governor's 
office throughout. 

 

Whether or not the General Assembly solves this, we also will push our position in 
court as a backstop to ensure the primary is extended in a way that protects public 

health and Ohioans' right to vote. 
 
Still have questions? Our Voter Protection Team can help. Call our Voter Protection 

Hotline at 1-833-DEM-VOTE (833-336-8683) for assistance. 
 


